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to unsettle  its  principles.      Whether you
number me with   the thirsty reformers and
presumptuous sciolists is a fact which I shall
take no pains  to    discover, nor, if known,
would the fact   give me the smallest con-
cern."    Webster's hand trembles evidently
with suppressed anger, but he grows firmer
as he  goes on.      tf* My studies have been
sometimes directed,   to philology,   for  the
exclusive purpose   of ascertaining and un-
folding its principles, correcting abuses, and
supplying the  defect of rules in  our ele-
mentary treatises.      In the course of my re-
searches  I have   discovered a multitude of
errors and false   principles, and numerous
defects in such    treatises; and  as  I have
pushed my inquiries probably much farther
than any other man, I am satisfied that the
evidence I can   lay before the public will
convince you that   there is a rich mine of
knowledge to   be    opened on  this  subject
that your- English,   friends have never yet
discovered."    He takes up Pickering's Vo-
cabulary and rapidly criticises  the several
entries ; he renews   his criticism upon John-
son and Lowth,   "but the most interesting
part of the pamphlet is his stout advocacy